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A qawm is the term used to describe any segment of society
bound by solidarity ties, whether it be an extended family, clan,
occupational group or village. Qawm is based on kinship and
patron-client relationships; before being an ethnic or tribal group,
it is a solidarity group, which protects its members from the
encroachments of the state and other qawm, but it is also the
scene of internal competition between contenders for local
supremacy (Pierre Centlivres, Olivier Roy, and Whitney Azoy
quoted in Roy 1989: 71).
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